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CARLA FERRELL

BIOGRAPHY

Born in Chicago, Ill., and raised in Houston, Texas, Carla Ferrell began her career in radio at KMJQ-FM in Houston, where she served as the morning show producer and co-host, before being promoted to assistant program director.  She then moved back to Chicago and joined WGCI-FM and WVAZ-FM as assistant program director.  During this time, Ferrell contributed to all three radio stations reaching number one in their respective demos. 

In 2002, Ferrell moved to New Orleans, La., where she served as operations manager for WQUE-FM, WYLD-AM/FM and KSTE-FM, and helped lead the stations to top rankings.  In August 2005, the weekend that Hurricane Katrina devastated the city of New Orleans and the Gulf Coast, Ferrell joined The Steve Harvey Morning Show as program director.  Ferrell worked to create morning drive entertainment featuring music, compelling content, sidesplitting humor, current events, topical stories, and community issues. Shortly after, Ferrell was asked to join the show on air as a co-host as well. 
Broadcasting live each day from 6 -10 a.m. EST, The Steve Harvey Morning Show is heard on more than 100 radio stations by more than 8.7 million monthly listeners. Launched nationally by Premiere Networks in 2005, it’s the #1 syndicated morning show in America.  
With a programming background spanning nearly 30 years with iHeartMedia, Ferrell also holds the unique distinction of being a Black woman programming one of the industry’s most-popular and successful national radio shows.  In her multifaceted role, Ferrell helps drive top ratings and a vast listenership by skillfully working with an ensemble cast of five personalities, while programming music and hosting popular segments that resonate with the program’s loyal audience. The result is one of the most fun and entertaining radio programs today, which attracts the biggest stars and newsmakers, as well as blue-chip sponsors. 

In addition to her role with The Steve Harvey Morning Show, Ferrell added program director duties for The Sweat Hotel in 2007.  Nationally syndicated by Premiere Networks, the music-intensive radio show hosted by the legendary Keith Sweat features a mix of R&B and slow jamz, in addition to special guests, live in-studio musical performances, and listener confessions, apologies and dedications. The Sweat Hotel is #1 nationally syndicated Urban AC evening radio show.
Ferrell uses her national platforms to benefit others – from mentoring today’s youth, to honoring women and teachers, to uplifting those less fortunate. She’s an integral part of The Steve Harvey Morning Show’s signature events and programs, including Breast Cancer Awareness Month, during which she supports the annual Sista Strut Cancer Walks in Houston, Chicago, Detroit and other markets. In 2018, Texas State Representative Shawn Theirry presented her with a certification of recognition for her fearless fight against breast cancer.  Ferrell also supports the annual Steve Harvey Turkey Give, which helps underprivileged families across the country celebrate Thanksgiving. She also uses her status as a social media influencer to bring awareness and support to many other worthy causes, including the Houston-based Star of Hope Homeless Shelter, which helps those less fortunate rebuild their lives through education, employment, spiritual growth and recovery from substance abuse. 
Ferrell has garnered numerous industry awards including the 2020 Gracie Award in the National Co-Host category; the “Office With A View” spotlight by Sister 2 Sister magazine in 2006; a “Program Director of the Year” nomination by Radio and Records in 2004; and the Midwest Radio and Music Association’s “Grit Award” in 2002.  The National Association of Black Female Executives in Music & Entertainment (NABFEME) named her one of the “Ten Most Influential Women in Radio” in 2001. 

In May 2023, Ferrell was among the distinguished “Inaugural 30” group of radio professionals highlighted in the Black Women in Radio Historic Collection and Oral History Project, which was produced in partnership with the Library of Congress Radio Preservation Task Force (RPTF) and the Atlanta University Center Robert W. Woodruff Library.
Ferrell holds a Bachelor of Arts in Communications from Prairie View A&M University.  In her personal life, Ferrell draws inspiration from her husband, grandmother, other family members, and a tight-knit circle of girlfriends. In her spare time, she enjoys reading, listening to music and volunteer work. Fans can follow @LipsByCarla on Instagram and X.
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